
IMMIGRATION IN THE UNITED STATES (PART II) 
 

What is a “guest worker” program? 
 
The US Bishops support a program which protects the rights of both US and 
foreign-born workers.  It allows all to assert their rights in the workplace. 
 
A “guest worker” program would provide temporary visas for migrant workers to 
come and work in specific industries, such as agriculture, service, and 
construction.  Presently illegal immigration is inevitable because there are no real 
avenues for those who wish to come here to work – at least not adequate to 
meet the demand for labor.  Creating legal avenues for migration should reduce 
illegal immigration flow. 
 
Letting in many immigrants, because they offer a cheap source of labor, could 
hurt the wages of workers already here.  Is this true? 
Some studies show that immigrant workers have an impact on job status and 
wages of some low-skilled US workers, such as high school drop outs, but the fact 
is immigrant workers generally do not compete with US unskilled workers.  Over 
all, immigrant workers fill crucial jobs in areas which there are few US citizens 
either available or willing to work.  eg: agriculture 
 
Would a more generous immigration policy risk allowing undesirables, such as 
terrorists, into the US? 
It is not so much a question of a “more generous immigration policy” as it is a 
more just policy – and a more rational policy. 
 
We have a large “illegal workforce” because our broken immigration system does 
not provide for legal avenues for employers to find willing workers for jobs that 
need to be filled.  A more just and rational immigration policy will ensure that 
government authorities can better identify and monitor who is coming into the 
country. 
 
What level of border enforcement do the bishops see as necessary and 
appropriate? 
A comprehensive immigration reform will reduce the pressure on the southern 
border by providing legal avenues for foreign workers to work legally in the US. 
 
In the past billions of dollars have been spent on border enforcement – and yet 
illegal immigration continues to increase. 
 



The problem is not so much one of border security as it is of labor supply.  Solve 
the labor supply issue through a temporary worker program and then the difficult 
task of the border patrol will become much more manageable.  Then the border 
patrol could devote itself to better protecting us from the real bad persons.  An 
enforcement-only approach, building higher and longer fences, will prove 
expensive but it will not prove effective. 
 
What can the average Catholic do to support the kind of immigration reform the 
Catholic Church endorses? 
The can visit the Justice for 
Immigrants website at: 
www.justiceforimmigrants.org to 
obtain information on the position 
of the US Bishops and also how 
they may contact their federal officials to support comprehensive immigration 
reform.  Support from Catholic parishioners can make a real difference in helping 
Congress to enact a just and comprehensive reform on our immigration laws. 
  
   
 
 
 


